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Conference Committee 52 Robinson St., Grimsby, Ontario L3M 3C4 

* * vV* * * A * '.V A * * A A A 1 * * A * * * A A 

A HEARTY WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 
Mr. Alan Ginn, 802 - 1868 Main St.W.,Hamilton L8S 1J1 
Mr. Leslie Gray, 2250 Chancery Lane, Oakville L6J 6A3 
Mr. & Mrs. E.V. Kubu, Box 542, Winona LOR 2L0 

Mrs. G.:Marguerite Souter, 1019 Lions Club Rd., 
c/o General Delivery, Ancaster P.O., L9G 3L2 

Mrs, Louise Wannop, 402 - 30 King St.E.,Dundas L9H 5G6 
Mr. & Mrs. Fazekas, 242 Herkimer St.,Apt. 5,Hamilton 68P 2H9 
Mr. William Smith, 2180 Mountain Side Dr.,Burling on L7P 1B4 
******************** ***** 

A PUBLICATION OF THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 

The Natural Resources of the Fletcher Creek Swamp Forest Co nserv ation Area 
by Eagles P.F.J. and Gewurtz M., Dept, of Recreation,University of Waterloo 

1982 

Available from Shirley Element, R.B.G. Library and at all monthly meetings 
Price $9.00 plus postage (Total $9.95) 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF HAMILTON NATURAL ISTS' CLUB held at Royal Botanical 
Ga rdens Centre, Burlington, Ontario on Monday ~ March 12, 1984 at 8:00 

Almost j.00 members and guests attended this meeting. Bruce Duncan again filled 
in for Norman Ralston. Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Lewington were tonight's greeters 

and foyer slides were provided by Lois Evans and David Paton and shown by Barrie 
Cherriere, 

Bruce Duncan announced that Norm and Mary Pomfret have taken over the duties of 
Club Librarians and will be setting up the publications table at the meetings, 
Bruce reminded everyone that the magazines may be borrowed by the members. 

Nancy Lyne reminded us that tickets were still available for the Environmentalist 
of the Year Banquet being held March 23rd at the Royal Connaught Hotel. 

Bruce Duncan advised that a supply of Biotic contents booklets of the Club's 
oanctuanes would now be kept at the membership table for purchase by those 
members who have not yet got their copy. 

Bruee announced that brochures in regard to GO ALERT were also at the Membership 
table for those interested in this project. 

Bill Crins introduced Dr. James Fullard of the Department of Biology at Erindale 
o ege a 0 tonight s speaker and mentioned that Dr. Fullard has done bat research 
m Hawaii, New Guinea and Africa. Dr. Fullard began by explaining how the 
num erous species of bats locate their prey and then showed us how the moths, 
w c i are prey for many bats, avoid being eaten. Along the way he explained 
ow tie ats are flapped and recorded by research teams and the perils encountered 
ytiese teams. A most humorous and enlightening presentation. Nancy Lyne 

f tianlced Dr. Fullard. A question period followed and Dr. Fullard announced 
that he had brought along some "pickled bats" for our inspection. 

Bruce Duncan introduced Joyce Robb from the "Save the Valley Committee" who 
requested our support of their project and suggested we could "adopt-a-tree" 
m the Red Hill Creek Valley to aid in their attempt to stop the proposed 
expressway. She advised that she would be at the Membership table after the 
meeting to speak to interested members. 

Bruce Duncan then advised the meeting that Dennis Lewington had brought in an 
empty Apple Snail shell for our inspection. 


Bruce also reminded everyone of the upcoming hikes. 

After the meeting everyone stayed for refreshments served by Edith Lawrence and 
Charlie Zimmerman. 

Bonnie Gallagher, Secretary. 
^********************* ■ 

AJTTTING MEMORIAL - (From a letter to Laurel North, Dec. 19, 1983) 

Dear Laurel, 

, . * r V li( ' u ° f flowers or a donation to the Naturalists' Club, we have bought 
a bird-feeding station, as a lasting tribute to George's memory. 

He shared his love of the birds with so many and we hope to perpetuate 
this love and sharing. 

We have, therefore, arranged to have a bird feeder installed outside the 
big window of the Interpretative Centre at Mountsberg Conservation Area. The 
dedication plaque will be inside. 

Joan and I would like to take you up there one day in the New Year - just 
to show you where it is and to perhaps spend a few moments of quiet contem¬ 
plation and remembrance of George. 

With love from, 

Joan Little & Ruth Summers 


(printed with permission of the writers) 
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MONTHLY MEETING MONTHLY MEETING MONTHLY MEETING 

Time Monday, April 9, 1984 at 8:00 p,m. 

Place Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

Program "The Lora of Ilalton County"~an illustrated lecture by 
Bill Crins. Don't miss this opportunity to hear one 
of our own members tell us of flora of our local area. 

VISITORS WELCOME STA Y FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENT S 


UPCOMING FIELD EVENTS 

SUNDAY, APRIL 8, 1984 -7:15 A.M . IROQUOIS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

One of the largest goose migration spectacles on the continent, a heronry, 
and perhaps eagles highlight this trip to a destination which has been 
neglected for four years. Meet under the "E" at Eastgate Square, Hamilton. 
Bring a lunch & identification to get into New York State(e.g.passport or 
birth certificate(Canadian) 

Host; Niagara Falls Nature Club 

Enquiries: Andy Van Der Schee 648-3316 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 1984 - 8;00 A.M . LONG POINT AR EA 

Explore the Long Point/Turkey Point area and the Lake Erie shoreline with 
Barry. Bring a lunch. Car pool at the Mountain Plaza parking lot at the 
corner of Fennel and Upper James at 8;00 A.M. or meet Barry at the pier 
area in Port Dover at 9:15 A.M. 

Leader: Barry Jones (519)583-1407 

SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 1984 - 8:30 A.M. WORKSHOP AT SHORT HILLS 


This is 'clean-up day' at Short Hills, Please bring tools to assist in 
the work. Meet at Eastgage Square, Hamilton, under the "E". Bring lunch. 
Leader: Marion Shivas 628-6846 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 1984 - 9;00 A.M . HAWK WATCH 

Join Denys Gardiner at Beamer Conservation Area for the spring hawk migra¬ 
tion to see broad-winged hawks and many other species. Bring a lunch. 

Meet at Beamer Conservation Area, near Grimsby, just north of Ridge Road. 
Leader: Denys Gardiner 336-2704 

SATURDAY, MAY 5, 1984 - 8:30 A.M . BRONTE CREEK, EAST SIDE 

Explore the Bronte Creek area in the spring with Norm. Meet at the Dundurn 
Castle parking lot with a lunch. 

Leader: Norman Ralston 383-1397 

SUNDAY, MAY 6, 1984 - 8;00 or 8;30 A.M. - SHORT HILL S-PLANTS & BEGIN NER B IRDS 

Search Short Hills for birds. John will remind us all of what to look for 
in identifying birds. Binoculars and bird field guides will be provided, 
Jeff will point out a few wildflowers while the birds are hiding. Meet 
by the Miracle Mart in University Plaza, Dundas at 0:00A.M.(not 8:30), or 
meet under the "E" at Eastgate Square at 8:30 A.M. Bring a lunch. 

Leaders: John Heaslip 627-3280 

Jeff Blezius 385-6178 


WEDBESDAY EVENING WALKS - 6;30 P.M . 

Every Wednesday evening in the summer, through September, will be spent 
strolling through various habitats of the area. George Meyers is the 
first to guide us through his nature spot, stopping to study sights of 
interest. See the May Wood Duck for a complete listing, 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2,1984 - 6;30 P.M. BEAMER CANYON 

We will be looking for flowers; not hawks. Turn S. from the Q.E.W. at” 
Christie St.(interchange #70), Travel one block to the stop light. Meet 
in the parking lot of Miracle Mart Plaza on the SW corner. 

Leader: George Meyers 945-4217 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 


SUNDAY, J UNE 10, 1984 HAPPY VALLEY, OAK RIDGE 

Do you remember Steve Varga's excellent slide presentation at the December 
monthly meeting? Many have requested a club outing to this location. 

Well, here it is and June should show the area at its best. Details 
will be published in the May Wood Duck. 

OUR 65TH ANNIVERSARY 

This year the Hamilton Naturalists' Club celebrates its 65th Birthday with 
two special events. 

MONDAY. MAY 14, 1984 

The regular monthly meeting and usually the last indoor meeting of the 
season, will be MEMBERS' NIGHT with special highlights as we help the 
Royal B6tanical Gardens celebrate Ontario's Bicentennial. Plan to attend. 
MONDAY, JUNE 11. 1984 

Let's really celebrate with a new venture. An evening of hikes, a Pot 
Luck Supper, etc.etc. for the whole family. 

Place - The Resource Management Centre off Lion's Club Road, Ancaster. 

Mark your calendar now and watch the May Wood Duck for details. 

F.O.N. CONFERENCE '84 

The Kitchcner-Waterloo Field Naturalists are celebrating their 50th Anniversary 
by hosting the 1984 Conference of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists at the 
University of Waterloo from Friday May 25 t h to Sunday, May 27th 

Conference theme is " Pieces of Green - Man and Nature in Harmony ". Saturday's 
keynote speaker is Chandler Robbins , co-author of the Golden Guide "Birds of 
North America". A variety of nature-oriented topics, a photo salon and a 
banquet will follow. Sunday will be devoted to field trips, 

Mark the weekend on your calendar and plan to attend. In 1985 the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club will host this annual conference. 


A BOOK REVIEW 

-j-MQ IN THE BUSH by Rosemary Gaymer - A collection of essays reflecting 
some of the author's bird watching experiences and encounters with wild 
birds across North America with beautiful illustrations by E.B. Saunders. 

An ideal gift for anyone who has at least a casual interest in 
our natural environment." 

Gerry Bennett, Bird Finding in Canada 

"A refreshing, delightful read, and a cheery stroll through 
/nature with captivating and often entrancing vignettes of 
what she sees and hears..." 

Fred Bodsworth 


This is an ideal book for pick up reading as each essay is complete in itself 
in itself, just perfect to enjoy on a cold winter evening or on a hot 
summer day, 

Rosemary Gaymer is a member of our club. The publishers of this book 
have gone into bankruptcy and Rosemary is handling the sale herself. 

Price; V7.95 plus postage and packing. 

Order from; Rosemary G aymer, P.Q, Box 152, Oakville, Ontario L6J 4Z5 
(A copy will be on display at the April and May meetings. ) 
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Corrections and Additions to List of BIOTIC CONTENTS of NATURE RESERVES owned by 
Hamilton Naturali sts' Club -(publishe d May 1982 ) - to F ebruary IT, 1984 

Page 9 - Line 6 - (Lawson) is repeated - cross out one 

Page 10 - Line 16 - Authors should read "Fern. and Grisc. 

Page 12 - Line 17 - Author should read ’'Schultes" 

Page 13 ~ Line 20 - should read "sheathed" 

Page 16 - Line 11 - correct spelling of '‘moccasin" 

Page 32 - Line 17 - correct spelling of "umbellata" 

Page 51 - Line 8 - after (hybrids?) - insert the words "with Fowleri" 

Page 52 - Line 6 - of Summary - Latin name for Red-spotted Newts should read 

. NOTOPHTIIALMUS 

Page 63 - Line 10 - correct spelling of HYEMALE 

Page 6 ^ - Line 26 - correct spelling of TRIPLOIDEA 

Page 80 - Line 30 - correct spelling of GRYPOSEPALA 

Page 85 - Line 3 - correct spelling of CUCULLATA 

Addit ions to date for Sp ooky Hollow Sanctuary: 

Page 13 - CYPERACEAE- add C. STIPATA Muhl. Crowded Sedge ■ 

Page 14 '■ - add Var. Strictior (Dew.) Carey to C. STRICTA Lam. entry 

Page 14 - " -add C. HYSTRICINA Muhl. - Porcupine-like Sedge 

Page 23 — SAX IFRAGACEAE — Add RIBES CYNOSBATI L. — Prickly Gooseberry 

Page 37 - SCRQP HULARIACEAE - Add VERONICA SERPYLLIFOLIA L. - Thyme-leaved Speedwell 

Page 39 - COMPOSITAE - Add EUPATORIUM MACULATUM L. - Joe-Pye-Weed 

Page ko - - Add S0LIDAG0 PATULA Muhl. - Rough-leaved Goldenrod 

Page 49 - Add to Lis,t of Birds observed - Winter Wren - Troglodytes Troglodytes ^ 
Additions to date for Short Hill s Wildernes s Area: 

Page 7o - JUGLANDACEA E - CARYA OVATA (Mill,) K. Koch - Shagbark Hickory 
Page 84 - VITACEAE - V. RIPARIA Michx. - Frost or Riverbank Grape 
Page - 88 APOCYNACEAE - VINCA MINOR L. - Common Periwinkle or Myrtle 
Page 88 - CO NVOLVULACEAE - CONVOLVULUS SEPIUM L. - Hedge Bindweed 
Page 9k - COMPOSITAE - HELIANTHUS STRUMOSUS L. - Scrofulous Sunflower 

Page 96 - Add to list of items planted in the Short Hills property prior to - and 
during our ownership - PRUNUS T0MENT0SA - Dwarf Flowering Cherry near 
southwest corner 

Page 102 - Add to list of Birds observed - Overlbird"' " SIERUS AUR0CAPILLUS 


*Add also to list of birds observed - Spooky Hollow Sanctuary - Brewster’s 
Warbler - a hybrid of Blue-winged and Yellow-winged - seen June 11 , 1983 


The total number of Plants tallied to date in each Reserve area is - 
SPOOKY HOLLOW - 449 and SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA - 407 

*•**«##»#####*##****# 


I2TICE_: There are still many copies of the booklet "BIOTIC CONTENTS OF 

§^neFby°I^WL?ffl C NA^ALISTS' IO cnrR ILL ^ WIEDERNESS AREA Nature Reserves 
$4 (Four dollars “ in stora S e « The cost per copy is 

These wm avlillhTe ll tZZlCZTLlVtl T?* ***'" 

"W a ° opy to 




IN MEMORIAM - JOHN B. GILES 
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In years oast , our Club Members were privileged to 
enjoy the beautiful nature photography of John B. 
Giles 9 who succumbed to ill-health on Saturday, 
February 18, 1984. 
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John served on the Sanctuary Committee for several 
years and, in 1967 , helped your Sanctuary Director 
with visual aids of subjects in the Short Hills Wilder¬ 
ness Area, when she was making her pitch to acquire 
the property for the Club. 


Several of the stunning pictures of the flora and 
fauna of our Club Nature Reserves have been 
preserved since they formed a part of our Sanctuary 
Display at the F.O.N. Annual Meeting in Hamilton 
in April, 1964. A goodly portion of these were John's 
handiwork. Certainly this outstanding photography 
is a permanent record of his love of the outdoors and 
of the creatures and still subjects which he chose 
to capture on film. 
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Another of our Members who will be greatly missed! 

Marion S. Shivas, Sanctuary Director. 
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CANADIAN MATURE TOURS-1984 

- sponsored by Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
and Canadian Nature Federation 

have organized an extensive collection of travel opportunities for those who love 
the wild lands and the wildlife of the vast expanse that is Canada. From Baffin 
Island to Point Pelee, from Labrador to the Pacific Coast, there are bpportbnicies 
to discover our country's natural wonders. 


Point Pelee 

May. 

.6 - 

11 

Ontario's Trent-Severn System 

May 

19 - 

■ 25 

Foothills, Grasslands, Badlands, . 

June 

2 

- 9 

Churchill 

June 

25 

- 29 

Alaska 

July 

4 

- 14 

Old Squaw Lodge, N.W.T. 

July 

12 

- 20 

Ride the High Country 

Aug. 

. 4 

- 10 

Cape Breton 

Aug. 

12 

- 18 

True North, Broughton Island 

Aug. 

13 

- 20 

Queen Charlotte Islands 

Aug. 

18 

- 25 

Grand Manan 

Aug. 

19 

- 25 

Polar Bears, Churchill 

Oct. 

29 

- Nov 


Plus Canoe Trips for all levels of canoeing experience, Backpacking trips and 
January 26 - February 2, 1985 - Trinidad. 

For information write : CANADIAN NATURE TCUP.S , 

355 Lesmill Road, Don Mills, Ontario MSB 2iJ8 
416 - 444-8419 
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LONG POINT CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1983 


Long Point, Ont. 42 degrees 37*N 80 degrees 23' W, centre on Long Point Inner 
Bay; elevation 572 to 775 ft. ;habitat coverage: forest 307>, marsh 23%, field 18% 
water 15%; streamside 9%, residential 5%. 

December 17; 7 a.m. to 5:10 p.m.: A.M. mostly clear, P.M. mostly cloudy with 
intermittent snow. Temp. 22 degrees to 31 degrees F. Wind NW 10-18 m.p.h. 
snow cover 2". Water partly open. Wild food Crop good. 53 observers in 10 
parties. Total party hours 142(108 on foot, 34 by car) Total party miles 429 
(122 on foot, 307 by car). 

COUNT : Pied-billed Grebe 4, Horned Grebe 12^, Am.Bittern 1; Great Blue Heron 13, 

Tundra Swan 526, Mute Swan 4,Snow Goose(white form) 2; Canada Goose 2926; Wood 
Duck 2 ; Green-winged Teal 4, Am. Black Duck 140; Mallard 293; N.Pintail 1, 

N. Shoveler 4, Gadwall JLQ; Am. Wigeon 8, canvasback 47, Redhead 145, Ring-necked 
Duck 3; Greater Scaup 28; Lesser Scaup 18; scaup,sp, 136; Surf Scoter 2 ; 
White-winged Scoter 12; Com. Goldeneye 127; Bufflehead 24; Hooded Merganser 31; 

Com. Merganser 247; Red-breasted Merganser 13; duck, sp. 2,000; Bald Eagle 21; 

N. Harrier 15; Sharp-shinned Hawk 7; Cooper's Hawk 7; N. Goshawk 6;Accipiter,sp. 1/ 
Red-shouldered Hawk 2; Red-tailed Hawk 55, Rough-legged Hawk 7;Am. Kestrel 33 ; 
Ruffed Grouse 48; Virginia Rail 1; Am. Coot 41;Killdeer 2; Dunlin 3 ; L ittle Gull 1 ; 
Bonaparte's Gull 60, Ring-billed Gull 66; Herring Gull 127;Great Black-backed 
Gull 44; Rock Dove 416; Mourning Dove 426; E.Screech-Owl 5; Great Horned Owl 20; 
Long-eared Owl 4; N.Saw-whet Owl 1 ; Belted Kingfisher 2;Downy Woodpecker 174 ; 

Hairy Woodpecker 56; N. Flicker 96; Pileated Woodpecker 3; Horned Lark 189; Hlue 
Jay 362; Am. Crow 331 ; Black-capped Chickadee 841 ; B oreal Chickadee 1 ; Red¬ 
breasted Nuthatch 12; White-breasted Nuthatch 61; Brown Creeper 19(low) ; House 
Wren 1 ; Winter Wren 16; Marsh Wren 2; Golden-crowned Kinglet 108;Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet 5; Hermit Thrush 6; thrush, sp. 1; Am.Robin 48 ; Gray Catbird 1 ; Brown 
Thrasher 1; Water Pipit 61; Cedar Waxwing 70; N. Shrike 3;Eur. Starling 567; 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 15; N. Waterthrush 1 ;Com. Yellowthroat 4;N.Cardinal 239; 
Rufous-sided Towhee 1; Am.Tree Sparrow 1,915; Chipping Sparrow 1 ; Field Sparrow 
25; Vesper Sparrow 1 ; Savannah Sparrow 1 ; Fox Sparrow 1 ; Song Sparrow 195; Swamp ' 
Sparrow 283; White-throated Sparrow 136; White-crowned Sparrow 3; Dark-eyed Junco 
1,024; Lapland Longspur _7; Snow Bunting 283; Red-winged Blackbird 300;E.Meadow¬ 
lark 8; Rusty Blackbird 111;Com.Crackle 305;Brown-headed Cowbird 480;Purple Finch 
14; House Finch 9; Com. Redpoll 45; Pine Siskin 162;Am.Goldfinch 590;Evening 
Grosbeak 436; House Sparrow 1,288, 

Rare species are underlined. Line under number only, shows species 
with record high numbers. 

Total 109 species 19,103 individuals 

PARTICIPANTS ; David Agro, Max Alton, Gary Allen, Harry Barrett, Lynne & Michael 
Bradstreet, Carla Carlson,Jerry Chappie, Barry Cherriere, Joe Clark, Bob,Dave 
& Rob Copeland, Bill Crins, Bob Curry, Mike Dennison, Jim Dowall, Bruce Duncan, 
Verne Evans, Ron Fleming, Denys Gardiner, Joyce Gould, Ann Griffin, Tom Hince, 

Mark Jennings, Harry Jolly, Eric Jones, Kathryn Lambert, Arthur Langford,Kevin 
McLaughlin, Mike Oldham, Kathy Pickard, George Pond, Brian Ratcliff, Ron Ridout, 
Chris Risley(compiler -151 Ru&gles Ave.,Richmond Hill,Ont. L4C lY3),Tim Sabo, 
Brigitte Scherkus, David Shepherd, Sue Sinden, Paul Smith, Rick Snider,Peter 
Staley, Robert Stamp, Mitchell Tempkin, Sarah Weber, Chip & Linda Weseloh, Emilie 
& Pam White, Dave Wilson, Terrie Woodrow, Alan Wormington(Long Point Bird Obser¬ 
vatory) . 

** *** * * **** ** Vc* * ** ** 


“ *3 • 
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ESKIMO CURLEW IN HAMIL TON 

by Bruce Duncan 

On January 21, several friends from the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club and I 
visited the Bird Room at the Royal Ontario Museum. Ross James of the Ornitho¬ 
logy staff was kind enough to come in on a Saturday afternoon and allow us the 
freedeom to explore the thousands of specimens there. While browsing, so to 
speak, we came across a tray labeled, among other things, " Numenius borealis ". 

The Eskimo Curlew is the bird I would most like to see so I pulled open the 
drawer to look over the specimens. There were perhaps eight skins of this 
delicate shorebird, a pognant reminder of its current state at the verge of 
extinction and of its once multitudinous numbers on this continent. The great 
flocks were killed by market hunters until they no longer appeared in the spring 
and fall migrations; today, a few birds are seen occasionally in James Bay or on 
Galveston Island, Texas. The species is a breath away from non-existence. 

One bird among the others in this dry tray bore an intriguing label: 

"From the estate of T.F. Mcllwraith. Collected between the appearance of 
Mcllwraith's 'Birds of Hamilton', .1866 and his letter put in Canadian Sportsman 
and Naturalist, Volume III Number 1. page 199. Collected in Hamilton, before 
1883; unknown age and sex." Here was an Eskimo Curlew from Hamilton! A 
hundred or more years ago, Thomas Mcllwraith had done what all field ornitho¬ 
logists of that day did and shot the bird as evidence of its having been where 
he claimed to have seen it and probably to examine its plumage in detail. We 
held it as Mcllwraith might have and with the help of a hundred years of 
observers decided from the buffy spotting around the tertials and scapulars 
that it was probably an immature bird back in that long-past year. 

Several WhimSrels from a lower tray were compared with the curlew. The 
delicate, slender bill and cinnamon underwing coverts seemed the most convincing 
marks of differentiation although its slightly smaller size and somewhat different 
chest markings (like little crosses) were also noticeable in the hand. These 
letter marks were variable from individual to individual in the tray: a bird 
in the wild would need to be very carefully examined both because of its extreme 
rarity and its similarity to the Whimbrel. 

It is probably a futile hope, but perhaps some autumn day a descendant of 
the once magnificent flocks will alight on the mudflats at the End of the 
Willows and the birding descendants of Thomas Mcllwraith will be there to thrill 
to the discovery. A hundred years of birding will have come full circle...but 
that moder Numenius borealis will take wing and call once, I fancy, before 
flying over the bridge and down the bay. 


ASH - Four ash trees occur in Ontario - blue, black, white and red. There are 
also two varieties of the red ash - the green and northern red. Ash trees have 
opposite compound leaves, stout twigs, compressed terminal buds and deep- 
furrowed bark. Flowers are unisexual or bisexual and sometimes both depending 
upon the species. Flowers appear before the leaves generally. The elongated 
paddle-shaped samara or fruit is borne in long loose clusters and matures in 
the one growing season and contains one seed mostly but occasionally two or 
three. Ash is noted for its tough elastic straight-grained wood and is used 
for handles, furniture, sports goods and interior finish. Black ash is less 
strong than white but occurs from Red Lake to Cochrane and south whereas white 
ash is limited to a line south of Wawa to New Liskeard. Ash burns well. It's 
fair to start, has few sparks and slight fragrance and good coaling qualities. 
1.25 to 1.50 cords are equivalent to one ton of coal making it better than maple 
and slightly poorer than cherry, elm or birch. 

(From Newsletter, Ontario Forestry Association, January 1984) 
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CROWS AND VOLES 

by Peter G. Thoem 

On the morning of 12 February 1984, George Meyers and I were prowling the 
countryside on top of the escarpment above Winona, looking for owls and early 
migrating raptors. The day had not been particularly productive. We'd been 
pleased to see a pair of obviously bonded Horned Larks and a solitary Flicker. 

The day was lightly overcase with the sun trying to break through, temper¬ 
ature in the mid to high 30's F or 2-4 degrees C. Wind non-existant to light 
from the South. 

Driving south from Ridge Road along Eighth Road East, we were interested 
to see the scores of acres of flooding along the Forty Mile Creek. Not unusual 
for late winter early spring. We were speculating on the moisture content of 
various resident's basements when we became aware of much Crow activity around 
us. 

The Trees to the east of 8th Road East were full of Crows and Starlings, 
the former calling raucously. We became aware that they were feeding in the 
drier areas of the waterlogged fields, so we watched. 

The Crows were very successfully predating on voles. Our presence made the 
birds wary, but apparently the voles were easy prey, having been displaced from 
their usual haunts by rising flood water, and newly revealed by the melting of 
this winter's considerable snow cover. Some Crows flew alow, deliberate 
missions, wheeling and dropping dox>m when opportunity presented itself. Others 
just hopped around ready to pounce. All techniques seemed successful. It was 
no time and place to be a vole. 

George watched as one quick learner scratched around apparently in a vole 
nest and made off with pink young. To some extent the starlings were following 
tlje Crows down, but tp wjat advantage we could only make guesses. 

Raptors were few. One would have thought that given a bonanza like that, 
every Buteo from a dozen miles radius would have been on station. We saw only 
three inactive Red-tailed Hawks and one successfully hunting Rough-legged Hawk, 
and all of these some distance away. Probably the Crow3 would not have toler¬ 
ated their participation for long anyway. 

In the midst of this bizarre circus, and just to add a touch of spring, 
an Eastern Meadowlark flew to a small Hawthorn and rasped in defiance of the 
corvid clammeur. 

NATIVE KNOW-HOW 

by Peggy Walsh Craig 

"Tree-planting is closely associated with the love of one's country and 
it is interesting to see that in People's China the care and planting of trees 
has beome the main pastime in the schools and recreation over the weekends for 
perhaps the greater part of the population.", wrote Richard St. Barbe Baker,the 
Man of the Trees, in his autobiography. My Life, My Trees . 

Putting one's love of nature into action by planting trees brings satis¬ 
faction year after year as the trees mature and prosper Of special interest to 
many naturalists are the native varieties which can be used in a home landscape. 
Here are a few species more commonly available at local garden centres. 

Downy Serviceberry, Amelanchler canadensis , was so named because of the time 
of blooming of its small white flowers. The blooming coincided, in pioneer days, 
with the opening of the dirt roads in the Spring. This was the first opportunity 
travelling preachers had to come and perform "services" re quired by the far 
flung communities, such as weddings and funerals. Hence the name, Serviceberry. 
It can be bought both as a shrub form and a tree form, grows to about 25 feet, 
and has edible, blueberry-like fruit in midsummer. The leaves become deep rusty- 
red in the Fall. It will tolerate light shade, and it is very hardy(to zone 4), 
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It is very closely related to the Saskatoonberry (Amelanchier alnifolia). 

Dogwoods run the gamut from the ubiquitous Red Osier Dogwood (Cornus 
stolonifera ) to the elegant flowering Dogwood ( Cornus florida ). Actually native 
to only a small area of Ontario, it has large, and very white, four"petaled" 
flowers which appear before the leaves in May, There are several beautiful 
specimens adjacent to the Lilac Dell in the Royal Botanical Gardens, which show 
off their splendour during the first part of the Lilac season. The Flowering 
Dogwood has an interesting horizontal branching pattern, reaches a height of 
about 20 feet, and is hardy to zone 6, It is recommended that this Dogwood 
be planted in the spring, 

The Red Osier Dogwood is very similar to the Gray Dogwood ( Cornus racemosa ). 
They both send up suckers very vigorously, are maintainence free, and have green 
leaves turning purplish in the Fall. The white flower clusters produce white 
fruits which are very attractive to birds. They will tolerate poor soils, but 
need a lot of moisture to thrive. Red Osier Dogwood usually has distinct red 
stems, whereas the Gray Dogwood stems are always gray, and they both grow to about 
12 feet. 

Native plants are not always desireable in crowded city conditions, where 
some are very sensitive to pollution, but in other areas they can provide a sense 
of relief from our everyday lives, giving off a relaxed and integrated feeling. 

*/VVnV*VrA-Vr/c*yrff*vV>’nV*'.V-A-A-'i'rtV/'oWv 

TI-IE STUDY OF LEPIDO PTERA IS A FASCI NATIN G HOBBY 

by Bill Randall 

A fascinating pastime is the study of Lepidoptera(moths and butterflies). 

It’s unbelievable that a hungry caterpillar of eight or nine segemts with a 
variety of up to sixteen legs can change into a creature totally different-a 
true insect with abdomen, thorax,head,wings and six legs. It can be exciting to 
watch a new adult struggle from its pupal case, and spread and dry its damp wings 
to become a creature of beauty, free to flit about gardens, lawns, and fields 
after its somewhat earthbound life as a larva. 

This summer I observed a variety of butterflies flying about my own garden; 
some tiny, some large, all colourful. Barely centimeters in wingspan, skippers 
and blues made early appearances, while the whites and sulphurs came later. A 
large tiger swallowtail showed up in mid July - a delightful surprise! 

Of great interest to me, however, is to follow the life cycle of our largest 
mo hs: Hyalophora Cecropia and Antheraea Polyphemus / ' Pupae found in their 
cocoons during the late fall and xxrinter and kept in cold storage until spring, 
develop into moths with thirteen or more centimeters of wingspan. Plyphemus is 
particularly interesting because the shades of ttfing colours vary from specimen 
to specimen; from yellows to chocolate browns. 

To discover the larvae of these moths, when they are fully grown, feeding on 
your trees and shrubs, can be a frightening experience. Although perfectly 
harmless and non-destructive, they are adorned with colourful, fleshy appendages 
giving 'them a fierce, appearance. 

At natures' "signal", these large "wilk worms" finish eating and, after 
finding a suitable place, commence to envelop themselves in cocoons of strong 
silk. Within such stationary cells the caterpillars begin the process of meta 
morphosis - and the life cycle begins again. 

Lepidoptera larvae and adults are valuable links in the natural food chain. 

I have observed all sorts of predation on the larvae. Squash bugs, spiders, 
wasps, and earwigs all feed on young caterpillars. Birds of all kinds carry 
them off to their young. I once observed a family of cardinals diligently seeking 
for and destroying full grown Cecropia larvae which was rearing in willow and 
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The Study of Lepidoptera is a Fascinating Hobby (continued ) 
elderberry shrubs. 

The greatest threat to a caterpillar's life is^ perhaps, the parasitic . 
activity of certain flies and wasps. Many times I have been disappointed to have 
several flies emerge from a cocoon rather than the moth. 

In some ways, Lepidoptera watching is far more fascinating than bird watch¬ 
ing, It is to me, although, as I've suggested, the two can be combined. 

( from Newsletter, Superannuated Teachers of Ontario, District 13, Fall 1983) 

************************************* 


BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 


At an informal meeting in mid-January three very active birders were 
persuaded to act as an ad hoc Bird Records Committee for the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club. Denys Gardiner, Mark Jennings and Kevin McLaughlin were most agreeable to 
carrying on the long tradition of Noteworthy Bird Records that George North had 
taken on in the 1950s. 

Many ideas were discussed during the evening meeting and the Committee began 
work almost immediately by drawing up a preliminary date guide to the birds of the 
Hamilton area. We will, I am sure, be hearing much more from them in the coming 
year and we look forward to their contributions to the Club. Members can help out 
by sending in their bird reports to Mark Jennings whose address is noted at the 
bottom of page 130 and on the back cover of the Wood Duck. 

Bruce Duncan. 

************************************* 


FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS SUMMER CAMP - July 2 to 7, 1984 
Cost $325.00 based on double occupancy. 

An informal week for novice or veteran naturalists to pursue their 
quest for knowledge and enjoyment of nature and the out-of-doors. 

A variety of field trips are offered each day ranging from birding, 
botany and geology to fossil hunting, cave exploration and canoe 
trips, all X\>ith expert leadership. 

Place: Wildwood Lodge on The Bruce Peninsula ona lovely sand 
beach, nestled on a protected bay on Lake Huron. 

For information and registration form, contact - 
Federation of Onatario Naturalists 
355 Lesmill Road 
Don Mills, Ontario M3B 2W8 


phone - (416) 444-8419 
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THE ONTARIO BREEDING BIRD ATLAS: REGION 11 NIAGARA 


Robert Curry 

As most Wood Duck readers are doubtless aware, the project 
to map the distribution of all breeding bird species in Ontario is 
entering its fourth and penultimate year, Hamilton Area and Niagara 
Peninsula naturalists and birdwatchers have made considerable head¬ 
way in data gathering for Region 11, There are 52 10 by 10 km 
squares in our region about half of which have already been covered 
to a minimum criterion of 75 breeding species at least half of 
which have been confirmed to have bred (nests, fledged young etc,). 

We already have sufficient data to provide some interesting 
distributional maps. I think people may be interested in seeing a 
couple of these maps in each Wood Duck, If time permits a brief 
analysis of each map will be attempted. 

The two species picked to start out are interesting in 
that they have specific habitat requirements involving wetlands 
and as such are indicators of the presence and condition of such 
environments. 


PIED-BILLED GREBE 


This species requires a pond or lake of fair size with 
fish and other aquatic life. It must be fringed with aquatic 
vegetation sufficient to provide cover and support for a floating 
nest. It seems not to occur at all as a breeder in the squares 
all around Hamilton. Perhaps in addition to restricted habitat 
opportunities there is too much human disturbance for this shy 
bird to nest. Whatever the reason, it was once a more widespread 
and more abundant breeder than it is now. 


SORA 


This bird is rather more uniformly distributed throughout 
Niagara as a breeder. It likes the same places as the grebe but 
also is content with much smaller sloughs and wet meadows with some 
standing water. Small stands of cattails should be checked but 
grasses and sedges where the water persists at least well into 
summer will suffice. By standing in the middle of the suitable 
habitat and playing a tape recording of its song this species 
can doubtless be found in a number of other squares in Region 11. 

If you would like information on how you can help with 
the atlas project please call Bob Curry at 648-6395. 
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ART AT' THE R.B.G. 


APRIL 9, 1984 3:30-5:30 and 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

The Brandstead Press, Carlisle, Ontario will hold a reception 
at the Royal Botanical Gardens to present a new publication - 

With Cheerful Hearts ,a sampler of the botanical writings 
of Catharine Parr Trail selected, and with a foreword by her great 
grand-daughter Mimi Scott. The thirty-two quotations accompany thirty- 
five Wood Engravings by G. Brender a Brandis. The editor and the 
bookwright will be present. In addition to the books($200. if prepaid 
order received before May 1st), individual prints will be available 
(from $18.-$45) as well as extra pages from the book (at $8. each). 

APRIL 5 - APRIL 30th in the R.B.G. Library. Hours Monday to Friday 9-5 p.m. 

An Exhibition of Recent Watercolours by the Escarpment Group 
of Painters in Watercolour. The Group includes thirteen award winning 
artists who reside in the Niagara Escarpment Area. You are invited to 
the opening, April 5 at 8 p.m. 

MAY_3_- 8:00 - 9:30 p.m. Preview Night 

"Rhy thm in Colour " - Exhibition of Watercolours and Pastels 
by Justine Giuliani (weekdays 9-5 till May 31 in the Library) 

Come and celebrate! Spring is in the air! In the refresh- 
ingly bold watercolours and pastels of her flowers, still life designs 
and landscapes, this Burlington artist makes it possible to enjoy the 
glories of all the seasons. Her fresh and breezy depiction of land¬ 
scapes suits her spontaneous approach. 

Justine has recently become a Judge in the Art of Floral 
Design and brings this perspective to her work. 

We cordially invite you to meet this talented local artis on 
Preview Night, 

***VoV******vV*********** 

TOP FLIGHT NATURE TOURS 116 Oak St.E., Lamington, Ontario N8H 2C9 

(1-519-326-1050) 

have trips planned for small groups of 8 to 10 (one vehicle only) 

Spring; Point Pelee; S.James Bay; S.E. Alberta 

Summer: Churchill; Rainy River; Newfoundland and Nova Scotia 

Fall: St.Lawrence River; British Columbia Coast; Churchill(Polar Bears) 

NATURE TRAVEL SERVICE (Gus Yaki) 127A Princess St.,Kingston,Ont. K7L 1A8 

(1-613r514-3065) 

opring: Southern Ontario/Point Pelee, Bruce PeninsulajChurchill; 

Austria/Germany; Canadian Prairies. 

Summer: Canadian Rockies & British Columbia; Banks Island;Queen 
Charlotte Islands; Olympic Peninsula/Yellowstone Park; 

Iceland;Greenland; Great Lakes North Shore; Essex County/ 

Windsor Flora. 

Fall: Hawk Cliff/Point Pelee; Mushroom identification;Australia/ 

New Zealand; Nature Photography; Cap Tourmente/Snow Geese; 

Great Smokies, Florida Everglades and many more. 






"Magnolia Warbler” 


Sponsor Gus Yaki 
in the Baillie Birdathon 
and get a chance 
to win this original 
multi-media painting 
by Glen Loates 


Sponsors’ Prizes Participants’ Prizes 

Glen Loates art: Natural History Tours: 

Magnolia Warbler — original multi-media painting 2-week activity 

1-week activity 

Natural History Tours: Two 1-weekend activity 

2-week activity 

1-week activity Glen Loates art: 

Weekend activity Lesser Scaup — original field sketch 


To Sponsor Gus Yaki: 

Read Gus Yaki’s letter on the other side, choose an amount to pledge for each bird species he identifies in the 
24 hours of the Birdathon, then complete the sponsorship coupon and return it as soon as possible. Gus will list 
the species he finds and write to you after the Birdathon to collect your donation, calculated as: (amount of your 
pledge per species) x (number of species he identifies). For example, if you pledge 25$ per species and Gus iden¬ 
tifies 110 species, then your donation will be $27.50. All sponsors whose pledges (minimum pledge 10$/species) 
are fulfilled by 31 August 1984 will be entered in the draw for the Glen Loates original painting shown above. To 
be eligible for natural history tours, sponsors must pledge 10$ - 49$/species for weekend, 50$ - 99$/species 
for 1 week, $1.00 or more/species for the 2-week tour. Draws will be made on or before 31 October 1984. 


The Baillie Birdathon 

The Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Count (or “Baillie Birdathon”) is a sponsored bird count organized by the Long Point 
Bird Observatory to raise funds for bird research and conservation. Over $45,000 was raised last year. This year’s 
target is $50,000. 

Where does the money go? All proceeds go to the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Research and 
Preservation, the Long Point Bird Observatory, and participating naturalists’ clubs. The Baillie Memorial Fund 
provides grants for bird projects and has supported research on Red-shouldered Hawks, the Ontario Atlas of 
Breeding Birds, migration studies, facilities for the Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation, and other projects. 
Long Point Bird Observatory projects supported include the Ontario Bird Feeder Survey, the Great Lakes 
Beached Bird Survey, the Ontario Heronry Inventory, the Ontario Lakes Loon Survey, monitoring populations of 
migrant songbirds, and assistantships for students to work at the Observatory. The Birdathon also helps support 
the conservation and education programs of participating naturalists’ clubs. 

Jim Baillie. The late James L. Baillie was a pioneer in the study and preservation of Ontario birds. He was a staff 
member of the Royal Ontario Museum for over 40 years and interested thousands of people in birdwatching and 
bird study through personal contact, lectures and a weekly newspaper column. The Jim Baillie Memorial Bird 
Count has been organized as a fitting memorial and to aid study and preservation of the birds that meant so much 
to him. 



THE JIM BAILLIE MEMORIAL BIRD COUNT 

c/o Long Point Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1M0 


Dear Friends and Fellow Naturalists: 



JAME E. BAILLIE 
MEMORIAL FUND 

Trustees 

Fred Bodsworth 
Chairman 
Clive E Goodwin 
David Love 
David M Scott 
Terry M Short! 

J Murray Speirs 
James Woodford 

LONG POINT 
BIRD OBSERVATORY 
Honorary Directors 
Robert Bateman 
Pierre Berton 
Fred Bodsworth 
James E. Cruise 
J. Bruce Falls 
William W H Gunn 
William B Harris 
Roger Tory Peterson 
Olm Sewall Pettmgill. Jr 
Chandler S Robbins 

Board of Directors 

David Love 
Chairman 
Paul D. Smith 
Treasurer 
Robert Curry 
Gerald J Duncan 
Keith M Jones 
Richard W Knapton 
Gerald McKeating 
Erica Not 
Steven Price 
W John Richardson 
Christopher J Risley 
John O.L Roberts 
Ronald R. Tasker 
D Vaughn Weseloh 
James Woodford 

Executive Director 
Arthur N. Langford 

Balllle Blrdathon 
Co-ordlnators 
Linda Weseloh 
Margaret Wilson 


Spring is coming by leaps and bounds and with it, one of Canada's great 
birding events. On Saturday, May 5, 1984, I will be privileged to be 
the "guest" birder in the Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Count (BAILLIE 
BIRDATHON) at Long Point. This Birdathon, the first in North America, 
has been conducted since 1976 in memory of Jim Baillie of the Royal 
Ontario Museum. Jim was a source of inspiration to many birders, myself 
included. 

Birdathon takes place during the exciting surge of spring migration, and, 
with good weather, I hope to see at least 125 species during a 24-hour 
period on May 4-5. I would like to match or exceed the outstanding 
performances of Robert Curry, Roger Tory Peterson and Robert Bateman, 
"guest" birders of recent years. With your support, I will have the 
incentive to do so. 

To show my appreciation and thanks to you, I personally am offering you 
an opportunity to win a FREE tour or activity (specified on the other 
side of this flyer). You will also be eligible to win an original multi- 
media painting by well-known Canadian artist, Glen Loates. Mr. Loates 
has generously donated both this painting and an original field sketch 
to the Birdathon cause. To make your pledge and become eligible to win 
the above, please complete the attached form and mail it to me. 

Naturally yours. 



Gustave J. Yaki 


(Detach and mail, preferably before Birdathon Day, 5 May 1984. Late pledges eligible for entry in draw if fulfilled by 31 August 1984.) 


To: Gus Yaki I I Please send me information 

Baillie Birdathon I —' about how to participate 

c/o LPBO, P.O. Box 160, as a counter in Birdathon. 

Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1M0 

Yes, I will sponsor you at the rate of $_* for each bird species you identify in the 24 hours of the 

Baillie Birdathon at Long Point. This pledge (minimum of $10.00 flat donation), entitles me to a chance in 
the draw for a Glen Loates original multi-media painting, with an extra chance for each 10<f/species 
pledged. I may also be eligible for natural history tours as outlined elsewhere on this flyer. 

(‘Insert your pledge in the space provided. Flat donations are also eligible. See other side for explanation 
and draw conditions. ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE IN CANADA. Receipts automatically sent by 
L.RB.O. for donations of $10.00 or more.) 

Signature_Print Name_ 

Address_ 


Postal Code 




NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to December 31, 1983 - 279 
Number of species recorded to February 29, 1984 - 109 
- indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 


1983 


American Avocet 

Dec.11* 

1 

Lesser Bl-backed Gull 

Dec .15 (2ndwl 


Dec ,23 " 

" 1 

1984 



Pied-bil led Grebe 

Feb ,12 

1 

Great Blue Heron 

Feb .11 

1 


Feb.26 

1 

Tundra Swan 

Feb.23* 28:47 


Feb .24 

78 

Snow Goose (blue phase) 

Feb .12 

1 

Wood Duck 

Feb .5 

2 

Green-winged (EurasTTea! 

Feb ,11* 

23 

Mallard 

Feb.26F 

500 

Northern Pintail 

Feb.4 

8 

>• 

Feb .26F 

30 

Gadwall 

Feb .25 

55 

American Wigeon 

Feb ,26F 

6 

Canvasback 

Feb .25 

2 

Ring-necked Duck 

Feb .23* 

2 


Feb.26 

1 

Tufted Duck 

Feb ,12 ma 

le 1 

Hooded Merganser 

Feb ,25F 

3 


Feb .26 

4:2 

Turkey Vulture 

Feb .23* 

1 

Northern Harrier 

Feb.12 

1 


Feb .19F 

1 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Feb, 8 

1 


Feb.23F 

3 

Cooper's Hawk 

Feb. 2 

1 


Feb.l 1 

1 

Red-Tailed Hawk 

Feb.23F 

88 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Feb. 5 

1 

Ruffed Grouse 

Feb.11:12 

1:4 

Killdeer 

Feb .24* 

1 


Feb .25 

1 


Feb.26 

8 

American Woodcock 

Feb.23* 

1 


Feb .25-26 

1 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Feb, 5*(2ndw)l 

Eastern Screech Owl 

Feb. 7 

1 

Long-eared Owl 

Feb. 18 

1 


Feb. 8 

2 


Windermere Basin 

Dale Fog!e,S.Rodger 

Aldershot Dump 

Robert Curry 

Aldershot Dump 

Curry, K.McLaughlin 

Windermere Basin 

K .McLaughlin 

Dundas /Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Dundas Marsh 

D .Gardiner,Me Laughlin 

Lake off Bronte: 

Curry 

Woodland Cemetery 

Mark Jennings 

N .Shore Dundas Marsh 

Anne & Tom Reid 

River Rd, York 

Curry 

Windermere Basin 

McLaughlin 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

Gardiner et al:Curry 

Eighth Rd.Saltfleet 

George Myers 

Windermere Basin 

D.& Sharon Gardiner 

Eighth Rd.Saltfleet 

Meyers 

Shell Pond, Bronte 

Jennings 

Eighth Rd.Saltfleet 

Meyers 

LaSalle Park 

McLaughlin 

Carroll's Point 

Curry 

Dundas Marsh 

G ard i ner , Me La ug h 1 i n 

Windermere Basin 

McLaughlin 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

McLaughlin 

Dundas Marsh:LaSa!fe 

Jennings,I .Richards 

Bearner Cons. Area 

Meyers 

Eighth Rd.Saltfleet 

Meyers, Peter Thoem 

Bearner Cons.Area 

Dave Copeland 

Bronte Woods 

Jennings 

Bearner Cons .Area 

Meyers 

Hostein Dr.Ancaster 

Curry 

Sheridan Nurseries 

Philip Walker 

Bearner Cons. Area 

Meyers 

Mount Hope 

Gardiner, Wm. Smith 

M?l!grove:N ,Serv .Rd. 

Gardiner, Smith 

Taquanyah Cons .Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Dundas /Marsh 

G ar d i ner, Me La ug h 1 i n 

Upper Horning Rd, 

Curry 

Shell Park,Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Windermere Basin 

Curry, McLaughlin 

Park Rd, Grimsby 

Meyers 

2 km SE of Cayuga 

Duncan, /Mike Furber, 

Bronte Woods 

Jennings / P&R Thoem 


North .Saw-whet Owl 

Feb. 8 

4 

Bronte Woods 

Jennings 


Feb.12 

1 

North Service Rd. 

Gardiner,Smith 


Feb.17 

1 

Woodburn Area 

Gardiner 


Feb.18 

2 

2 km SE of Cayuga 

D uncan, Furber,Thoe ms 

Belted Kingfisher 

Feb. 12:25 

1:1 

Dundas Marsh:Bronte 

Gardiner ,Smi th: Jennings 

Red-headed Woodpecleer 

Feb. 5* 

1 

River Rd., York 

Gardiner, Smith 

Red-be 11 ied Woodpecker 

Feb. 5 

2 

River Rd., York 

Gardiner, Smith 

Northern Flicker 

Feb, 5 

2 

River RdYork 

Gardiner, Smith 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Feb .26 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

G ard i ner , Me La ug h 1 i n 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Feb .23 

1 

Hwy.8 above Dundas 

Reids 

Winter Wren 

Feb .25 

1 

Optimist's Pk.Bronte 

Jennings 

Go!den-cr .King let 

Feb.26 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Gardiner, McLaughlin 

American Robin 

Feb. 4 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 


Feb. 5 

7 

Grimsby 

Copeland 


Feb.23F 

2:5 

8ronto:Dundas HydroPond Jennings:Curry 

Mockingbird 

Feb. 5 

1 

Mount Hope 

McLaughlin,R .Stamp, 

R .Snider 


Feb. 5 

1 

Grimsby 

Copeland 


Feb,19 

1 

Stoney Creek 

G ardiner,S mi th,Wa1ker 

Brown Thrasher 

Feb,1-29 

1 

Patterson Rd. 

B ,Holley,B .McKean 

Cedar Waxwing 

Feb.19 

12 

Sulphur Springs 

Gardiner,Smith, Walker 

Northern Shrike 

Feb .5 

1 

River Rd. Cayuga 

Gardiner, Smith 

White-throated Sparrow 

Feb. 5 

6 

River Rd, York 

Gardiner, Smith 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Feb.11 

1 

Sheridan Nurseries 

Walker 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Feb. 2 

2 

Mountainside Drive 

Smith 


Feb.lSF 

2:10 

Taq ua n ya h: Anc as ter 

Duncan : Curry 


Feb.26 

160 

Woodland Cemetery 

Gardiner, Smith 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Feb. 5 

1 

River Rd, Cayuga 

Gardiner, Smith 


Feb. 12 

1 

Eighth Rd.Saltfleet 

Meyers, Thoem 

Rusty Blackbird 

Feb .26 

1 

Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Duncan 

Common Grackle 

Feb. 4* 

27 

Mountainside Drive 

Smith 


Feb. 5 

1 

Ancaster 

Curry 


Feb.lSF 

10 

Ancaster 

Curry 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Feb. 5 

2 

River Rd. York 

Gardiner, Smith 

Ffurple Finch 

Feb .26F 

30 

Woodland Cemetery 

G ard i ner , Me La ug h 1 i n 

Feb .27 

6 

Hwy 3 above Dundas 

Reids 

no use Finch 

Feb, 12 

1 

Skyline Dr. Dundas 

C lark 


Feb ,19:26 

3:1 

Waterdown:Stoney Cr. 

Gardiner 

Evening Grosbeak 

Feb .19 

20 

Waterdown 

Gardiner 


Please send your bird records for March by the 10th of April to Mark Jennings 
^905 - 5348 lakeshore Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7L-4Z2, or phone 632-2210 
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BAILLIE BIRDATHON 1934 

SATURDAY, MAY 5 is this year's date for the Jim Baillie Memorial 
Bird Count at Long Point. The Hamilton Naturalists' Club official 
representative is Kevin McLaughlin, a member of our Bird Records 
Committee and an excellent field birder. Kevin will spend the day 

, ' \ i 

trying to find as many species as possible in the Long Point Area. 
Since this is a fund-raising count, one-quarter of the money raised 
by Kevin will be placed in our Sanctuary Fund while the other three- 
quarters will go the the Long Point Bird Observatory and the Jim 
Baillie Fund for Bird Research. 

Over the past six years, the Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
has raised $10,000.+. We hope to do well again this year and are 
asking members to sponsor Kevin on the Count. If you pledge, say, 
lOq for each species of bird that Kevin spots on May 5 and he sees 
110, then you would donate 110 x lOq = $11.00 to the Birdathon. 

All donations are tax deductible and sponsors are eligible for a 
draw for several nature tours. 

Please use the form below if you wish to sponsor Kevin 
and thanks for your support. 

i , , , - , , . 

‘ i t | 

Mail to; Birdathon, c/o Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
P.O. 1 Box 5182, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4L3 

* t • i ‘ J ' ’ ‘ ■ c -• 

I will sponsor Kevin McLaughlin at the rate 
of...;,..q per species of bird seen by him 

‘i ! i i • : • i • .• j .1 _ ; ’' : • ■' 1 - ‘ 1 •. 

on the 1984 Baillie Birdathon. 

NAME.. 


ADDRESS 
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THE WOOD DUCK 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication 
of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is 
produced by volunteer members of the club. 
THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times 
yearly from September to May and is mailed 
free| to members. Contributions for publi¬ 
cation are welcome and should be addressed 
to the Editor, Hamilton Naturalists' Club, 
Box 5182, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4L3. 

Deadline for receipt of material is the 
f irst of the month preceding publication 
date. Articles may be reprinted without 
permission but credit lines would be appre¬ 
ciated. Send Noteworthy Bird Records to 
Mark Jennings^ 906 - 5348 Lakeshore Rd.E., 
Burlington, Ontario L7L 4Z2. 


